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	EPA REGION VII OFFICE WAS HOSTED

The Agricultural Systems Initiative hosted representatives from the EPA region VII office on January 20th from 10:00am-3:00pm. The goal of this meeting was to enhance communication between this initiative and the Region VII office.  Various members of the Agricultural Systems initiative were involved with this meeting.  Strong interest in this initiative was conveyed from the EPA group with subsequent meetings occurring. No formal cooperative projects currently exist between the initiative and EPA, however, options for pursuing more formal cooperative activities seem to be strengthened with these recent discussions.
NCSA CONFERENCE 

Members from the College of Agriculture represented Iowa State University at the National Council for the Science and the Environment (NCSE) conference held on February 3-4, 2005 at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center in Washington, DC. The theme of this meeting was ‘Forecasting Environmental Change.’ This conference was attended by over 850 leading scientists, engineers, policy makers, government officials, business executives, and educators to assess our ability to understand and forecast environmental changes and to identify opportunities for improving these capabilities (http://www.ncseonline.org/ncseconference/2005conference/). Next years conference will focus on ‘Energy for a Sustainable and Secure Future’. Requests were made of members from Iowa State University to suggest agricultural related issues around which to build breakout or plenary sessions.  Please forward ideas, along with potential speakers, to Rick Cruse (rmc@iastate.edu).
INITIATIVE`S WEBPAGE

The Agricultural Systems Initiative’s webpage is online and accessible at http://www.agron.iastate.edu/centers/agsystems. The current and previous newsletters are posted on the webpage as well. The webpage is hosted by the Department of Agronomy. We encourage everybody to submit suggestions for improvement to the initiative’s coordinator or to the webmaster.

RESEARCH PROPOSALS 
The second issue team has been developed and became part of the initiative recently. Dr. Matt Liebman and Dr. Ray Arritt are leading the issue team that covers two of the research areas (agroecological mapping of Iowa and plant data base and risk assessment) upon which the Agroecosystems initiative focuses. You can read more about the research and issue teams on the initiative’s webpage.

As a reminder; The Agroecosystems initiative has 5 research areas (1) watershed design; 2) agroecological mapping; 3) plant database and risk analysis; 4) multifunctional use; and 5) temporal and spatial design). 

Dr. Matt Helmers and Dr. Heidi Asbjornsen are leading the first issue team addressing watershed design on watershed functions and water quality. This issue team became part of the initiative in mid October 2004.

GREEN LANDS BLUE WATERS MEETING

At the regional meeting of the Green Lands Blue Waters (GLBW) consortium held in December 2004 each state was requested to prepare a $2 million budget to support the goals of GLBW. Iowa is forming a coordinating committee composed of farmers, agency representatives, NGO’s, and university representatives to help plan expenditures of such funds. Additionally, Mary Swalla Holmes has been hired in a temporary position to lead this planning effort. The next regional GLBW meeting is April 6 in Madison, WI.
Initiative Funding to go Competitive
Funding of projects starting in FY 2006 will be on a competitive basis. Operational procedures for this process are not fully developed at this time. However, current plans are for a request for application (RFA) to be announced addressing a narrowly focused area or areas. Due to the nature of funds available for this initiative, these RFA’s will be announced as funding becomes available and not on an annual or periodical basis. It is anticipated though that about one RFA will be announced per year.
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