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Our objectives 
 
• Improve grain yield and value-added traits of corn. 
• Improve agronomic characteristics of corn including resistance to disease and pests. 
• Provide educational opportunities for students that prepare them for careers in plant 

breeding, genetics, and plant pathology. 
• Provide continuing educational opportunities for commercial corn breeders.   
 
 
Program highlights  
 
• The Illinois Maize Breeding and Genetics Laboratory (IMBGL) organized the 39th 

Illinois Corn Breeders’ School held in Urbana, Illinois, March 2-4, 2003. Key note 
speakers were Dr. A.E. Melchinger (University of Hohenheim, Germany, “Marker 
assisted selection in maize”) and Dr. D. Hoisington (CIMMYT, Mexico, “Strategies 
for breeding for drought tolerance and incorporating new technologies in breeding 
programs at CIMMYT”). The table of contents and attendance lists of Corn Breeders’ 
Schools are available at the IMBGL internet homepage at 
http://imbgl.cropsci.uiuc.edu. 

   
• One location of the 700-800 hybrid trial was grown by IMBGL, University of Illinois, 

in Urbana. 
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