
Illinois Agricultural Experimental Station 
Department of Crop Sciences 

University of Illinois 
Urbana, IL 61801 

 
Annual Report NCR-167 

- 2004 - 
 
 
Faculty of the corn breeding group at the University of Illinois 
 
• Martin Bohn  
• John Dudley  
• Torbert Rocheford 
 
 
Our objectives 
 
• Improve grain yield and value-added traits of corn. 
• Improve agronomic characteristics of corn including resistance to disease and pests. 
• Provide educational opportunities for students that prepare them for careers in plant 

breeding, genetics, and plant pathology. 
• Provide continuing educational opportunities for commercial corn breeders.   
 
 
Program Highlights 
 
• The Illinois Maize Breeding and Genetics Laboratory (IMGL) organized the 40th 

Illinois Corn Breeders’ School held in Urbana, Illinois, March 1-2, 2004. This 
conference was dedicated to the memory of Denton Eugene Alexander, one of the 
founders of the school, who passed away on Monday, February 9, 2004. The table 
of contents and attendance lists of Corn Breeders’ Schools are available at the 
IMBGL internet homepage at http://imbgl.cropsci.uiuc.edu. 

• Prof. J.W. Dudley retired after 49 years dedicated research in applied breeding and 
quantitative genetics.   

• One location of the 700-800 hybrid trial was grown by the University of Illinois in 
Urbana. 

• The College of ACES celebrated the 100th year of agricultural research conducted at 
the “South Farm”.  
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