Agronomy 212 — Crop Growth, Productivity, and
Management

Farming Regions

Objectives

Farming Regions

» Largest share of nonfamily
farms, smallest share of U5,
cropland.

* 4% of farms, 4% of value of
production, 4% of cropland.

« Cattle, wheat. and sorghum
farms.

= Largest share of large and very
large family farms and nonfam-
ily farms.

= 10% of farms, 22% of produc-
tion value, 8% of cropland.

= Fruit, vegetable. nursery, and
cotton farms.

Farm Resource Regions

Northern Great Plains.

« Largest farms and smallest population.

« 5% of farms, 6% of production value,
17% of cropland.

« Wheat, cattle, sheep farms.

= Second in wheat. oat. barley,
rice, and cotton production.

» 13% of farms, 12% of produc-
tion value, 7% of cropland.

» Cattle, wheat, sorghum,
catton, and rice farms.

Electronic fles finking counties 1o the Farm Resouroa Regions are online

atthe ERS home page.

Heartland

- Most farms (22%). highest
value of production (23%), and
most cropland (27%).

= Cash grain and cattle farms.

» Higher proportions of both
small and larger farms than
Isewhere.

+ 5% of farms, 4% of value, 5%
of cropland.

» Cotton, rice, poultry, and
hog farms.

* Most populous region.

* 15% of farms, 15% of value of
production, 9% of cropland.

+ Dairy, general crop, and cash
grain farms,

= Most small farms of any
region.

= 15% of farms, 5% of produc-
tion value, and 6% of
cropland.

» Part-time cattle, tobacco,
and poultry farms.

Southern Seaboard

= Mix of small and larger farms.
= 11% of farms. 9% of produc-

tion value, 6% of cropland.

= Part-time cattle, general field

crop, and poultry farms.

For more information about ERS publications and data,
see our home page.



Number of Farms and Land in Farms
Percent of Total by Region, 2006

Farming Regions of the North Central U.S.
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Why does the North Central U.S. have the greatest concentration of corn and
soybean production of any place in the world?

Why does the North Central U.S. also produce great quantities of beef, dairy, and
pork?



Cash Receipts

2004
Rank Crops Livestock Total

1 TX CA

2 CA TX

3 NE 1A

4 IA NE

5 KS MN

6 NC IL

7 wi KS

8 MN NC

2004 Total Cash Receipts from Agriculture
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Source: USDA NASS - Statistical Highlights of U.S. Agriculture



Reasons for Farming Regions



